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SUBJECT: NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN WEATHER STATION PROJECT 
REF: LONDON 9693 

1 . EMBOPF ATTENDED 2 AUGUST MEETING AT POREIGN OPPICE 
DURING WHICH BRITISH BRIEPED REPRESENTATIVES OP NATO 
NATIONS (LESS LUXEMBOURG, GREECE AND TURKEY) ON PROB- 
LEMS DISCUSSED REFTEL. BRITISH EMPHASIZED THAT INITIA- 
TIVE TO DEPER DECISION ON PARTICIPANTS IN OCEAN WEATHER 
STATION OPERATION POR THE PERIOD 1975-1990 RESTS SOLELY 
WITH HMG AND THAT US RECONSIDERATION OP PARTICIPATION IN 
ARRANGEMENT IS IN RESPONSE TO UK INITIATIVE. 

2. FCO BRIEPING WAS PACTUAL ONE DESIGNED TO EDUCATE PAR- 
TICIPANTS IN WHAT TO MOST OP THEM IS VIRGIN TERRITORY. 
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BRITISH EMPHASIZED THAT APPROACH IS UNILATERAL ONE, AND 
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INDICATED THAT NO PARALLEL MOVE IS TO BE EXPECTED IN 
WASHINGTON. 

3. BURDEN OE PRESENTATION WAS THAT NO ACTION SHOULD BE 
TAKEN AT NEXT WEEK'S GENEVA SESSION THAT WOULD "CLOSE 
DOOR" ON POSSIBLE US PARTICIPATION, THEREBY CLEARING WAY 
EOR ACCEPTANCE OE SOVIET OEEER. ECO REPRESENTATIVE SAID 
HE WAS HOPEEUL THAT FIRM US DECISION WOULD BE REACHED 
BEFORE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER PLENARY SESSION AND URGED THAT 
PARTICIPANTS IN NEXT WEEK'S DISCUSSIONS BE INSTRUCTED TO 
DEFER ANY DECISION UNTIL THAT TIME. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, EMBOFF STATED THAT HE HAD 
NO DEFINITIVE INSTRUCTIONS ON THIS MATTER AND, THEREFORE, 

WAS ATTENDING ONLY AS AN "INFORMED OBSERVER. " HE DID 
CONFIRM HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT WASHINGTON WAS CONSIDERING 
THE ENTIRE SITUATION URGENTEY. THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE 
SOVIET TACTICS (E.G., OFFERING TO MAN STATION ECHO SHOULD 

WE RISE TO THE "BAIT " AND AGREE TO MAN STATION CHARLIE) 

WAS NOT RAISED. 

SOHM 
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